
Present Perfect – Examples of Usage

Experience Changes Gossip

A) Have you ever …?

Have you ever parachuted?

Have you ever been in a fight?

Have you ever smoked cannabis?

B) A repeated experience

I’ve bought Levi’s jeans many times.

We’ve tried to spice up our marriage many times!

I’ve seen “The Titanic” 58 times!

We’ve talked about this frequently.

I’ve had eight tests so far this year!

We’ve decorated our house six times!

C) A lack of experience

I haven’t flown before.

I’ve never seen you do that before!

I’ve never been unfaithful to you.

Wow - you’ve dyed your hair!

Geez, you’ve grown so much!

Your English has improved so much!

You look different. Have you had a nose 
job?

Great - you’ve changed your clothes!

I’ve gotten married.

I’ve had kids.

I’ve changed my job.

I’ve moved house.

Have you heard …?
Did you know …?

Johnny has been arrested!

Jocelyn has had plastic surgery!

                  (Jocelyn Wildenstein)

Val has left Pete!

Albert has been fired!

Sam and Tammy have separated!



Present Perfect – Examples of Usage

Achievements Expectations Continuing states/emotions/actions
(it’s not over yet!)

… already/just/never …

A) Positive achievement

I’ve already done my homework.

He has just finished his homework.

Bobbie has finally passed his driving test!

My son has just learned to read!

                                 He has had more girlfriends
                                 than anybody.

B) Negative achievement

I’ve never managed to
stand on my hands.

                                      I’ve never learned to
                                      ride a bike.

… still/yet …

Have you done your homework yet?

Haven’t you done your homework yet?

He hasn’t done his homework yet.

The rain hasn’t stopped yet.

Jane hasn’t arrived yet.

I still haven’t completed my dissertation – 
and it’s due next week!

Lizzie still hasn’t perfected the art of social 
conversation.

… for / since …

They’ve been engaged for over 5 years.

I’ve enjoyed traveling since I was a kid.

We’ve lived in this city for over 30 years.

I’ve loved chocolate for all my life!

He has been single for as long as I can remember.

For action verbs, we use Present Perfect 
Continuous:

I’ve been working out every day for two years.

He has been talking for over thirty minutes.

They’ve been working together since they got married.

She has been studying English for over six years.
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